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DECORATION IN CORRIDOR OF THE STATE BUILDING OF EDUCATION AT ALBANY 



BY WILL H. LOW, X.A. 



DECORATIONS OF THE EDUCATION PALACE, 

ALBANY, N. Y. 



ALONGSIDE the capitol of New York State at 
Albany lies a palace devoted to Education — 
a palace unless one should say a temple — for 
it is very large and Greek and has about it Ionic 
columns in great numbers and a long, flat roof such 
as we give to Greek temples when we presume to 
restore them in imagination. Well, this is the seat 
of the University of the State and here gather those 
men of awesome mien the Regents and hence come 
fulminations that echo in every public school of 
Novum Eboracum. Now this Greco-Roman yet most 
modern building at Albany has a Rotunda and this 
portion of the structure has been decorated in re- 
cent times with wall paintings and sculpture; it is 
these decorations by Will H. Low, N.A., the painter, 
and Charles Keck, the sculptor, that are reproduced 
in the present number of the magazine. 

THE MURALS 

It should be remembered that the panels by Mr. 
Low are twelve feet three inches from top to bot- 
tom and the lower border stands about eight and a 
half feet from the floor, so that to view them one 
raises the eyes a little. Abundance of light and the 
presence of marble in the interior affect the paint- 
ings but Mr. Low has had long training as mural 



painter and as an illustrator. They are not in the 
rotunda alone but line the corridor by which one 
reaches the rotunda as one enters the building by 
the center portal. Here, facing one, high up, is a 
group of three panels each containing a figure, the 
larger middle one representing Education seated on 
a stone bench in a loose-flowing drapery of golden 
hue [learning costs] and with a resolved but not 
entirely contented expression, tossing wreaths of 
laurel to the expectant throng. The Education 
temple is at her back and suspended in air about 
her are significant dates enwreathed : thus 1633 rep- 
resents the first permanent school that taught the 
children of the Dutch and Walloon settlers in Am- 
sterdam of the New Netherlands, 1784 the creation 
of the Board of Regents by Governor George Clin- 
ton, 1812 the establishment of the public schools. 
On one side of Education sits Miss Mathematics 
on the greensward, a blithe damsel according to Dr. 
Low, who raises high the age-old counting-frame, 
the abacus, as if luring the luckless children into 
arithmetic by pretending she only means to give 
them fun with a queer toy. More to be feared is 
Literature, her twin sister on the other side, for 
she holds high a book inscribed with the hated sym- 
bols alpha and omega. These seated figures are 
backed and bordered with garlands of oak leaves. 
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They almost smile, these engaging gossamer-clad 
school marms, as if they knew that, kick as they 
will, the youth of both sexes must come to time! 

In the Rotunda the panels appear between the 
columns. Here's Architecture drawing a Corinthian 
column with a very wise air and Astronomy, a Mi- 
nerva, giving a nude boy a peep through a telescope 
and Music, heavenly maid, discoursing melody on a 
harp. Here's Sculpture in the form of the Venus 
of Melos, but she's got her lost arms back and is 
finishing oif a statuette of Victory; here Medicine 
(and this time it's a man, to be sure, it's Aiskula- 
pios giving pills to a little girl ill in bed, and 
Painting (a woman again) looking deeply inspired 
as she brushes paint onto a canvas. 

In another series we get Fortune with her wheel. 



an ancient ivy-grown chariot and a distant auto- 
mobile, Prometheus stealing the fire and railways 
and steamships behind, Ikaros, the fallen wax- 
winged, and an airplane in the sky, Theseus, the 
monster-killer, guided by Ariadne's clew and back of 
him telegraph poles and lines. 

Another series of four panels by Will H. Low 
decorates the corridor that leads into the State 
Library; here we have Jason, the fleece-seeker, to 
represent the discoverer and adventure. Truth with 
the great Sphynx of Egypt, Justice appearing with 
sword and balance before the Liberator, and Patria 
with palm and tablets of the law. All these murals 
are the result of many years of work on the part 
of Mr. Low. 



SOME OF THE SCULPTURE 



By Charles Keck 

(See Images 497 and 498) 



IN front of the Education building are cande- 
labra by Charles Keck of which we show a 
portion photographed from the original plas- 
ter. A very realistic group of children is dis- 
posed about the base which is arranged to form 
a circular seat dos a dos, as if a lot of boys and 
girls had spied this as a convenient perch just 
before school hours and had occupied it while 
waiting for the bell to ring, meanwhile going 
over their lessons. A good deal of sweet naturalness 
in these varied heads. Mr. Keck is an experienced 
workman, a scholarship holder in Rome, who worked 



with Augustus Saint-Gaudens and other sculptors 
and has monuments to his credit not only in North 
but in South America — the Washington in Buenos 
Ayres. The Rotunda of the Education building 
has the elaborate hanging chandelier here repro- 
duced composed of masks and volutes, openwork 
and floral decorations together with four small 
draped figures standing in pensive easy attitudes. 
The object of all these paintings and sculptures is 
to accustom teachers and scholars to see things of 
beauty about them and thus arm them against the 
encroachments of the ugly in daily life. 
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